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1 . ^ The amendment filed on 06 December 2006 under 37 CFR 1 .31 2 has been considered, and has been: 

a) □ entered. 

b) □ entered as directed to matters of form not affecting the scope, of the invention. 

c) □ disapproved because the amendment was filed after the payment of the issue fee. 

Any amendment filed after the date the issue fee is paid must be accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR 1.313(c)(1) 
and the required fee to withdraw the application from issue. 

d) ^ disapproved. See explanation below. 

e) □ entered in part. See explanation below. 

The claim has been amended such that it would require re-opening prosecution for further consideration and/or search after 
the claim had been indicated allowable. The examiner's amendment deleted a duplicate occurrence of the reciation 
"elastomenc materials having constituents which are not confined to carbon and hydrogen and which include, in addition to 
carbon and hydrogen, other atomic species as constituents." Applicants now submit that the "elastomenc materials having 
constituents which 'are' (emphasis added) confined to carbon and hydrogen" and added "polymeric materials" which was not 
eariier claimed. The claims were examined based on the duplicate recitation and changing one of the duplicate recitations 
such that itpatentably distinguishes the invention then adding another limitation would required further examination 
consideration and/or search, such that a rule 312 entry is not proper The reference submitted by infomiation disclosure 
statement is considered and included in this communication. 
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